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ascendent, an old brahmin wearing torn clothes, holding a stick
in one hand to balance himself while walking and a kamandalam
in the other hand, appeared before the rishi. The rishi wanted to
treat him as a honoured guest, give him good food and then allow
him to go his way. But the events turned out to be otherwise.
The rishi washed the feet of the old brahmin and asked him as
to whether he could help him in any manner. The old man then
said MO rishi! Please grant me my wish. I have become very old.
I do not have any son or a wife to look after me. I do not have
any relatives in this world. I am alone. I have therefore decided
to get married. I heard that you have a beautiful daughter. I
request you to give her in marriage to me so that I could be
happy and ensure a place for myself in heaven by performing all
the poojas in true manner with a wife by my side. I have come
to beg you to give your daughter in marriage to me". The rishi
was astounded on hearing this request He was in a quandary
as he did not wish to hurt the old brahmin beggar by refusing to
yield to his wish. At the same time, he did not want to give his
beautiful young daughter in marriage to this ugly old beggar.
He tried to dissuade the beggar from entertaining thoughts of
marriage. But he found that the old beggar was adamant as he
caught hold of the feet of the rishi and entreated him and said
that his whole world and future depended upon his agreeing to
give his daughter in marriage to him.The rishi tried to trick him
and is reported to have told the old beggar that his daughter
was very young, she was not well versed in the art of cooking
and that very often she was in the habit of even forgetting to
add salt in the food preparations and that she was incapable of
preparing tasty food. He therefore asked the old man to look
elsewhere for a suitable bride who could give him tasty food and
be a fit companion in his old age. He added that if he were to
give his young girl in marriage, then when the bride prepared
the food that was not tasty, the old man may get angiy with his
wife and may hit her. Seeing his daughter in this impasse the
rishi said that as a father and as a rishi, he might even curse the
husband who ill treated the wife. He therefore pleaded with the
old brahmin to turn his thoughts elsewhere and seek a more
suitable bride. But the old beggar threatened to give up his life
then and there if his wish was not satisfied. The rishi closed his
eyes and started deep meditation and prayed to Lord Narayana